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A collection of articles from Dr Neal Lineback & Mandy Lineback which cover the origins and
global impact of recent events from the Tunisian Uprising and Arab Spring to the Greek Debt
Crisis. With a foreword by Geographer Susan W. Hardwick PhD.

"The stories included throughout are poignant …. Thorough and vivid, Flames of Extinction is an
amazing resource that allows you to see a poignant examination of the wildfires and the race to
save the wildlife." ― Seattle Book Review"Although Pickrell's focus is on [the 2020] season's
events, his reporting embraces themes of wildlife rehabilitation, fire dangers and protection
efforts, and how to survive a changing climate as the future portends further global warming and
more extreme fires....These experiences and lessons read with the drama of "you are here"
fiction, but incorporate all the dilemmas and approaches of what really happened, making for a
survey accessible to general readers and wildlife management professionals alike." ―
Donovan's Literary Services"Rich, well-documented resource on the impacts of Australian
wildfires with relevance to the North American context, a must read primer to inform the climate
change debate in a highly readable form.". ― Choice"This book, though an emotional read, is an
important look at what is happening to our climate and a call to action." ― Wildlife
Activist"Pickrell tells a series of deep and compelling stories of resilience and recovery, finding
hope amid the ashes of the most disastrous bushfires in modern history. Through detailed
research and vivid storytelling, he puts a face on the otherwise impossible-to-comprehend
abstraction of three billion animal deaths. In each tale of these plants and animals’ fight to
survive, he also provides a map for humanity in our own endeavor to learn to live with an
increasingly fiery planet." -- Michael Kodas, author of "Megafire" and "High Crimes""A carefully
researched and deeply empathetic portrayal of the battle to save Australia’s precious wildlife as
we cook our planet. Fascinating and essential." -- Gaia Vince, author of "Adventures in the
Anthropocene""The story of Australia’s devastating holocaust and how we must stop it
happening again. It’s up to us." -- Robyn Williams, host of Australian Broadcasting Corporation’s
"Science Show" and "Ockham’s Razor""Powerful and compelling, Flames of Extinction should
be read by all who cherish life on Earth." -- Professor Chris Dickman, University of
Sydney“Flames of Extinction … is a powerful and disturbing description of the impact of
Australia’s Black Summer bushfires on the country’s fauna and flora…. It is through Pickrell’s
interwoven accounts of the professionals and communities fighting to protect a selection of
Australia’s iconic animals––marsupials, birds, and trees––that the desperate statistics and
imagery of the Black Summer nightmare are brought to life.” ― Conservation Biology --This text
refers to the hardcover edition.About the AuthorJohn Pickrell is an award-winning journalist, the
author of Flying Dinosaurs and Weird Dinosaurs, and the former editor of Australian Geographic



magazine. Currently the Asia-Pacific Bureau Chief for Nature, he has worked in London,
Washington, DC, and Sydney for publications including New Scientist, Science, Science News
and Cosmos, and his articles also appear in Nature, National Geographic, Scientific American,
Focus, BBC Future, The Guardian and the ABC. John has been a finalist in the Australian
Museum’s Eureka Prizes three times, won an Earth Journalism Award and has featured
repeatedly in The Best Australian Science Writing anthology, which he edited in 2018. He
studied biology at Imperial College in the United Kingdom and has a Master of Science in
taxonomy and biodiversity from the Natural History Museum, London. --This text refers to the
hardcover edition.
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INTRODUCTIONA colleague in South Dakota recently said, “I feel like I haven’t worked a day in
my life since becoming a geographer.” My sentiments are nearly parallel. What great satisfaction
it brings us to dissect the geography of ongoing breaking news events! This makes geography
“real.”This e-book selection of Geography in the News articles from the past year is an effort to
explain how geographic analysis can bring a whole new perspective to readers of current events.
Events throughout history have occurred in both time and place. Comprehending the geographic
patterns surrounding and involved in an event brings a more realistic perspective. The
processes that form the geographic patterns are numerous and may involve, for example, wars,
pestilence, trade, terrorism, agriculture and urbanization. These processes change the earth’s
human, physical and economic patterns. Although the change usually is gradual and cumulative,
sometimes it is rapid and devastating, as with wars or natural disasters.This book is another
exciting chapter in a 25-year history of researching and writing weekly Geography in the News
articles for students and teachers. We have found a larger audience, however, among members
of the general public who seek more than the “sound bites” from radio and television talk shows.
Geography in the News articles provide concise and balanced geographic analysis of the facts
with accompanying maps and graphics. This is precisely the information that can provide
readers with the sort of in-depth knowledge of world affairs that every citizen needs and should
have.Read Dr Neal Lineback’s blog at:Follow GITN on: and .

FOREWORDFar too many of us remember school geography only as study sessions mastering
unrelated facts and locations that completely ignored the all-important ‘why of where.’ However,
the study of geography is intriguing because it is everywhere. Every time you consult a map or a
news story featuring a current event happening in today’s globalizing world, you are doing
geography.This critically important and timely e-book will go a long way toward reminding
educators and their students of the vital importance of studying geography. Professor Neal
Lineback and Mandy Lineback Gritzner’s carefully selected lessons in this publication provide a
cohesive collection of their recently published and most widely used “Geography in the News”
articles. Since thousands of students have benefitted from learning geography from Lineback



and Gritzner’s columns in print over the years, how exciting it is to see this unique, cutting-edge
approach to the field now coming to a wider audience via tablets, laptop and desktop
computers, and cell phones! Each of the active, student-centered lessons in this book presents
subjects we have all been hearing about in the news each day and presents them in a balanced,
unbiased, more in-depth way, for a wide audience. All are designed specifically to help educate
and inform students about the power of maps and geographic thinking. You will find a host of
new ideas for teaching and learning geography here that will be useful in geography, social
studies, and other related classes as well as homeschooling. And because of the rich and varied
background of the co-authors, each report touches directly upon exactly the kinds of
perspectives and skills students need, to master the content and intent of geographic
analysis.Congratulations to these co-authors for capturing so much of the utility, energy, and
excitement of geography. Geography in the News has helped better equip teachers, students,
parents and other care-givers to understand the complex world we live in for more than two
decades. And now, the use of this long overdue compilation of articles is destined to make us all
better citizens, as well as better future geographers.Susan W. Hardwick, Ph.D.Professor of
Geography, University of OregonPast President, National Council for Geographic Education

TUNISIA: A SIGN TO THE REGION ?Tunisia has ousted its strongman president following
protests over joblessness, food prices and corruption. President Zine al-Abidine Ben Ali stepped
down and fled Tunisia’s borders for Saudi Arabia amid weeks of violence between anti-
government protestors and the military.While the situation in Tunisia is important in its own right,
other countries of the Arab world may experience similar changes soon. Autocratic presidents
have ruled many of those countries for years. Youthful populations tired of corrupt, iron-fisted
rulers and increasingly aware of the outside world through the Internet and other media are
rejecting the political status quo. Regional observers are watching other countries in North Africa
and the Middle East, like Egypt, Algeria, Libya, Jordan, Saudi Arabia, Syria and Morocco.Tunisia
is located in Northern Africa on the Mediterranean Sea, sandwiched between Algeria to the west
and Libya to the southeast. With an area of 63,170 square miles (163,610 sq. km), it is slightly
larger than the U.S. state of Georgia. The Atlas Mountains run through the northern part of the
country, while the central section consists of dry plains, merging into the Sahara Desert in the
south.Of the 10.5 million Tunisians, 98 percent are Arab Muslims. The other 2 percent are
Europeans and Jews. The country has a young population – 20 percent of its people are aged
15-24. With an economy based on agriculture, tourism and manufacturing, the average income
is only US $3,720 annually. Unemployment is a hefty 14 percent.Only two presidents have
presided over the government since Tunisia received independence from France in 1956. The
first, Habib Bourguiba, established a strict one-party state, ruling the country for 31 years. He
helped modernize Tunisia and worked to provide rights for women and suppress Islamic
fundamentalism.Zine al-Abidine Ben Ali obtained power in 1987 in a bloodless coup. Ben Ali,
while a heavy-handed ruler, followed a moderate foreign policy during his presidency. Over the



years, the government helped peacefully mediate conflicts in the Middle East and Africa and
was an important intermediary in the Israeli-Palestinian conflict. As evidenced by the recent
violence, however, Ben Ali’s government has not done enough at home to keep the majority of
Tunisians happy.According to the BBC , in exchange for slow but steady economic growth for the
last 23 years, Tunisians have accepted “restricted political rights, a police state and an elite
accused of corruption.” The government has welcomed foreign investment and provided plenty
of cheap labor.Nevertheless, educated Tunisians are unable to find jobs. The president and his
family have been accused of being a kleptocracy, described as a regime using government
mechanisms to amass substantial personal fortunes.Tunisians are also frustrated by a lack of
political and informational freedom. The government practices Internet censorship and has been
accused of silencing and imprisoning journalists, opposition candidates and human rights
activists. Police brutality is also common.These types of complaints are not limited to Tunisia.
Other Arab countries in the region face similar criticisms, some also dealing with radical
Islamists.For example, strongman President Hosni Mubarak of Egypt has ruled his country for
30 years and is seeking re-election this year. According to the BBC , like Tunisia, Egypt faces
tough economic conditions and increased governmental corruption. Citizens have practically no
means for complaining about the political system. So far, though, Egyptians seemingly have
accepted their situation and large-scale protests are not common. Access to information and
differing viewpoints is limited as Egyptians are, on average, less literate and Internet savvy than
Tunisians, who have one of the highest average education rates across the region.As another
example, Libya’s Muammar Gadhafi, the longest serving ruler in North Africa and the Middle
East, has commanded Libya for 41 years. He is also an extremely autocratic leader, having
complete dictatorial control. He prohibits protests of any kind and maintains complete control
over communications.
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The book by Dr Neal G. Lineback has a rating of  5 out of 5.0. 4 people have provided feedback.
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